
9. What A Mixed Up World We Live In 
The Bible uses the word 
world in different ways.  
Sometimes it speaks of 
the people of the world 
and other times it is 
referring to physical 
structure and at others it 
is speaking of the world 
system made up of 
cultures, ethics, morals, 
etc. 
 
The world we presently 
live in is in a “Fallen” 
state.  Due to the “Fall of 
Man” as recorded in 

early Genesis. Satan has 
become the “god of this 
world” according to II 
Corinthians 4:4.  Christians 
become dismayed by the 
evil and crime in the world 
but that is to be expected. 
 
The non-Christian 
population on the Earth is 
blinded to the truth of God.  

Their lives center 
or focus on self 
and they do not 
believe that God is 
relevant.  Whereas 
many try to 
exercise tolerance 
of “religious 
people,” they 
think they are 
weak and use their 
religion as a 
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crutch to get through 
life.  According to the 
Bible, Satan enslaves 
this group of “non-
believers” but they do 
not realize it.  God has 
much compassion for 
them and Jesus stated 
that His reason for 
coming to Earth was 
to save sinners or 
people who were 
blinded to truth. 

 

The Christian should accept 
the view that we have one 
life and our life on Earth is 
temporary but our real life 
will be in Heaven with 
Jesus throughout eternity. 

 
Though we would like to 
see it go away, the evil and 
crime we experience on 
earth is as the Bible 
predicts.  This situation will 
continue until Jesus returns 

to Earth the 
second time. 
 
While on Earth, 
all people will fill 
their lives with 
something.  
Christians are 
warned to not 
substitute objects 
and things of this 
world for God.  
This is called 
idolatry or 
worshiping false 
gods.   
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Worldly objects are 
not sinful.  It is our 
attitude toward 
objects of the world 
that can be sinful.  
For example, money 
is not sinful but the 
Bible tells us that the 
love of money is the 
root of all sorts of 
sin. 
 
The same can be said 
for cars, music, 
knowledge, art, etc.  
Christ expects 

Christian to have the 
correct attitude about 
objects and to never 
substitute them for His 
place in their lives. 

 
Though Christians are 
citizens of Earth briefly 
(perhaps 70 to 90 years), 
they are not to call this 
place their home.  
Christians are to actively 
help those that are 
blinded by Satan to 

“See” Christ in us.  Our 
primary purpose on Earth 
is to carry on the work 
that Jesus started when He 
was here.  We are to 
actively work through our 
Church to help other 
people.  Were this not the 
case, God would have 
taken the Christian to 
Heaven immediately 
when his sins were taken 
away. 
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The 
seventeenth 
chapter of 
John is called 
Jesus high 
priestly prayer 
for Christians.  
In this section 
of our Bible, 
Jesus prayed 
that we stay 
here on Earth 
for a while 
and that we be 
protected 

from Satan.   
 
Children are too often 
told that Satan is a 
frightful character that 
is ugly and determined 
to bring great harm to 
them.  The harm is 

certainly true but 
Satan is a master 
at disguise.  He 
presents himself 
as an attractive 
spirit that offers 
the things of this 
world as instant 
gratification, 
pleasure, riches, 
popularity, 
power, etc.  
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Recall in Luke 
4:5 - 7, Satan 
stated that he 
could award 
anyone that 
obeyed him 
with the things 
of this world.  
He still offers 
(and grants) 
instant 
gratification for 
stealing, lying, 
cheating, 
coveting, etc.  

What Satan fails to tell is that all 
people are accountable for their 
deeds and must face judgment 
one day.  So many are deceived 
and commit sinful deeds to gain 
the short time benefit that Satan 
offers from the world system.   

 
Satan is not to be feared by 
Christians because we have the 

protection of God’s 
Spirit.  We are 
instructed in the Bible 
about equipping 
ourselves to ward off 
his attacks and that we 
have a superior Spirit in 
us than the spirit of the 
world (Satan) (1 John 
1:9). 
 
The Christian is to live 
a balanced life of 
devotion to Christ and 
work to earn basic 
needs of living here on 
Earth.  The balance comes in not becoming so involved in worldly pursuits that we 
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edge God from the 
central focus of our 
life.  He is to be Lord 
and no worldly idol is 
to ever take His place.  
Satan in his deceptive 
ways will try to reason 
with us that we need 
that extra overtime pay 
so we can afford 
things of the world 
that we really don’t 
need; we just want 
them.  He also 

prepares his temptations 
in custom made packages 
that are tailor made to 
match our areas of 
weakness.  Papaw tells 
his class that he is never 
tempted to rob a bank!  
Worldly temptations 
come to him in packages 
that are more difficult for 
him to resist.  
Fortunately, the Bible 
tells the Christian in I 
Corinthians 10:13, “No 

temptation has seized 
you except what is 
common to man.  And 
God is faithful; He 
will not let you be 
tempted beyond what 
you can bear.  But 
when you are tempted, 
He will also provide a 
way out so that you 
can stand up under it.” 
The Bible is clear that 
each person must 
make a deliberate 
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decision 
about which 
he will serve.  
The choices 
are the things 
of this world 
or God.  Too 
many 
Christians try 
to do both 
and this 
cannot be. 
Christians are 
instructed to 
lay up 
treasure in 
Heaven 
where it will 
not decay or be taken away.  For where a man’s treasure is will be where his 
affections are. 
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The Christian is to be content with the life provided to him by God.  We misuse our 

time by pursuing worldly riches.  Christians are promised to be supplied enough to 
make it through life while temporarily living in the world.   
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Abundance 
should be 
shared with 
those that are 
in need.  
Sharing is 
one of the 
most 
effective 
ways to 
impress non-
Christians 
that 
Christianity is 
real.  Recall 
the subject of 
stewardship 
in the chapter 

on the 
Church.  
Some are 
provided 
much so 
they will 
have enough 
to share with 
those with 
little. 
 

It brings pleasure to God 
when Christians share 
their possessions with 
others.  This includes 
their knowledge and time 
as well as material 
goods. 

 
Following the session on 
The World System, 
continue daily Bible 
reading and prayer (pray 
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for your government leaders and folk you know that are spiritually blinded by the 
evil one.  Pray for the person you performed the good deed for.  Include your family 
members in your prayers (this is intercessory prayer.)   
 

 
- 

 


	9. What A Mixed Up World We Live In

