
8. About Spiritual Gifts And Who Needs Em’ 
Each Christian is provided a primary gift at the time of salvation to be used to serve 

others through the Church.  
Some people try to avoid this 
topic due to extreme emphasis 
by some Churches.  The Bible 
should be used to verify all the 
information being presented in 
this course.  These gifts are 
different from natural talents 
but may be complementary to 
pre-salvation talents.  For 
example, a new Christian that 
has music talent may also be 
spiritually gifted to use that 
music as a service gift.   

 
The Christian 
does not scan a 
menu to choose 
the spiritual gift 
he wants.  The 
Holy Spirit 
distributes the 
gifts as He sees 
the need in 
Churches. 

 



As indicated 
earlier, each 
Christian is 
provided a 
principle 
gift but may 
also have 
several 
others to be 
used in 
lesser 
application.  
For 
example, 
Papaw 

believes his 
spiritual gift is 
teaching but he 
also serves and 
gives through other 
ministries of his 
Church. 

 
The writer of the 
Book of Romans 
and I Corinthians 
cautioned 
Christians about 

the way to employ their 
spiritual gifts.  We are 
always to do so in love.  
There is no place for 
selfish ambition or 
attracting attention to self 
in the use of spiritual gifts. 
 
The gifts are always to be 
exercised to enhance or 
build up the effectiveness 
of the Church. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This slide points out 
some ways that a 
Christian can identify 
his spiritual gift.  
Employment of 
spiritual gifts will 

always bring a sense 
of accomplishment in 
ministry.  The ministry 
will be successful in 
the eyes of the Lord 
and the Christian 
should see results 
(fruit) from the 
exercise of his 
spiritual gifts. 
Please note the 
emphasis of spiritual 
gifts in the Church.  
They are not intended 
for individual benefit 
but for the whole 
Church community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflect on the 
earlier illustration 
of the Church 
being the Body of 
Christ and each 
member being an 
important part of 
the overall 
function of the 
Church.  Spiritual 
gifts are 
specifically given 
so that the 
Christian can 
effectively serve 
in the local 
Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The fruit of the Spirit is not the same as spiritual gifts.  The fruit of the Spirit is the 
character of the Holy Spirit.  With the Holy Spirit living in the Christian, His character 
will be emanated or radiated by the Christian.  These are the character traits that all 
Christians should be changing into.  This is not the typical characteristic of non-
Christians or of a Carnal Christian. 

 
The mature Christian, who is 
filled with the Holy Spirit, 
should spontaneously display 
these character traits all of the 
time.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The difference between a 
Christian and a non-
Christian should be 
obvious.  This last chart 
identifies the differences 
between the two ways of 
life. 
 

Following the session on Spiritual 
Gifts, continue daily Bible reading 
and prayer (pray that God’s Holy 
Spirit will reveal your spiritual gift 
and point out how you can use 
your gift in your church.)  
Purposefully perform a kind deed 
for someone else in your 
neighborhood.   
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