
7. Who Needs Church Anyway? 
Let’s agree on what Church is before discussing if it is needed or not.  The Church did 
not exist during the 
Old Testament 
times.  It was 
instituted at the 
beginning of the 
New Testament as 
“The Present Age.”  
To understand the 
Church as it now 
functions, let’s first 
take a look at how 
the people of the 
Old Testament 
worshipped or 
fulfilled their 
contract with God. 
 
During the Old 

Testament times, 
God worked 
through His 
servant Moses to 
set up a portable 
tabernacle and a 
system of Priests.  
The tabernacle 
was a tent-like 
structure with 
three courts.  The 
outer court was 
for all 
worshippers or 
believers.  The 
inner court was 
for the priests 
and the third and 

smallest court was for God.  It was called the Holy of Holies.  A curtain separated the 
Holy of Holies from the inner court and only the high priest could go behind the curtain 
once a year to pray for the sins of the people.  People did not pray directly to God.  They 
confessed their sins to a priest and offered sacrifices as a means of worship.  The priests 
would slay the animal sacrifices on behalf of the worshipper.  In other words, the people 
did not come directly in contact with God during the Old Testament times.  Priests 



interceded for them.  There were a few exceptions for special people like the priests and 
elected prophets or spokesmen for God to the people.  The curtain was thick and strong.  
It was made of skins and woven materials.   
 

Once the people of the 
Old Testament took 
up residence in 
Canaan (present day 
Israel), they built a 
more permanent 
temple to replace the 
portable tabernacle. 

 
The Church as we 
know it was 
established by Jesus at 
the beginning of the 
New Testament age or 
the New Covenant age 
in which we now live.  

Reading the account 
of the crucifixion of 
Jesus in Matthew 27: 
46 and again in 
verses 50-51, “About 
the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out in a loud 
voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, 
lama sa-bachthani?’ 
which means, ‘My 
God, my God, why 
have You forsaken 
Me?’……….”And 
when Jesus had 
cried out again in a 
loud voice, he gave 
up his spirit.  At that 
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from the top to bottom!”   At that 
moment, the Church was instituted!!  The curtain was removed which symbolically 
separated people from God.  People no longer needed a priest.  Individual believers can 
now directly approach God because God accepted the death of His Son as payment for 
all of our sins!   
 
Some misunderstand that the Church is a place or building or an impersonal institution.  
The Church is a group of Christians bonded together for the common purpose of 



participating in and furthering 
the cause of the Kingdom of 
God.  They are spiritually 
baptized into the Body of 
Christ which is called the 
Church. 
 
Jesus is the present Head of the 
Church.  This is no job for a 
mere man!  The Church is 
called the Body of Christ.  It is 
made up of members.  Romans 
12: 4 states, “For just as in a 
single human body there are 
many limbs and organs, all 
with different functions, so all 

of us (Christians), 
united with Christ, 
form one body (the 
Church), serving 
individually as limbs 
and organs to one 
another.”  The 
inspired writer 
identified Church 
members (Christians) 
as having differing 
but essential 
functions in the 

Church.  God has a purpose 
(ministry of service) for each 
Christian through the local 
Church.  Just as the function of 
the ear is not the same as that of 
the arm, Christians are gifted to 
perform different (not all the 
same) functions or ministries 
through the Church.  A Church 
with members that refuse to 
function is a crippled Church! 



In the Church 
where Papaw 
serves, a Pastor is 
called of God to 
shepherd the flock 
of members that 
make up the 
Church.  The 
Pastor is to 
perform his duties 
under the direction 
of the Head of the 
Church, Jesus 
Christ.  Papaw is a 
Deacon (servant) 
that serves as an 
under-shepherd in 
support of the 

Pastor.  Papaw’s 
principle service is 
teaching. 
 
Christians that think 
they can please God 
and not be an active 
member of a local 
Church are in serious 
error.  The Bible 
mandates that the 
Church be unified 
under Christ to 1) 
evangelize (bring 
people into the 
Kingdom by sharing 
the good news of 
Christianity), 2) 

disciple (teach to a level of understanding and self-dependence upon God) and 3) provide 
members opportunity to serve. 



The Greek word for 
Church is Ecclesia.  It 
means “Called out ones”.  
The Church is to be a 
people called out from the 
world system in which 
they live.  Cultural habits 
make this a difficult 
assignment for new 
Christians who have 
grown accustomed to the 
ways of the world.  
Remember that the 
Christian has a spiritual 
enemy called Satan or the 

Devil who uses the things of 
this world to reward those who 
will follow his ways.  The 
Church is to distinguish itself 
by being different from the 
culture by using the Bible as 
its handbook for living rather 
than the accepted ways of this 
world. 
 
When Jesus left his disciples 
and returned to Heaven, he 
gave them the responsibility of 

continuing the work He had 
started.  These were not 
highly educated men but 
were very ordinary men like 
fisherman, tax collectors, 
etc.  Imagine trusting such a 
tremendous responsibility to 
such a lot!  The Christian is 
to never think of himself as 
being inadequate or 
unworthy of being 
responsible for service 
ministry.  Jesus is depending 
on us for this awesome 



responsibility just as he was with his immediate disciples. 
 
There are many very important tasks to be performed by the Church (Christians).  These 
tasks require many members cooperating together.  Papaw once had a pastor that said it is 

God’s sovereign 
choice to conduct 
His work on Earth 
through Christians 
rather than to send 
angels to do it.   

 
Church is to be a 
sanctuary or safe 
haven for all 
people in need.  
Church is not for a 
special select 
people.  Fellowship 
is a basic human 
need and all people 
seek it from some 

source.  Clubs, 
bars, civic 
organizations, 
societies, churches, 
etc. All offer 
fellowship.  Some 
succeed better than 
others.  In the 
Christian realm 
meeting and 
sharing provides 
fellowship.  This 
might be 
accomplished 
around a meal 
table, over a cup of 
coffee or just 
spending some time together in a common interest like fishing, bowling, etc.  Working 
together on a construction project, dramatic presentation, or a school field trip is another 
type of fellowship.  Helping someone by meeting his physical, spiritual or physiological 
needs is yet another type of fellowship the Church is to provide. 
 
Churches often cooperate by pooling money resources to send the message of Christ 
around the world.  This is usually accomplished by sending missionaries to other 
locations.  Of course modern communications make it possible to broadcast the message 



of Christ to all parts of the world.  The Church is to actively seek ways to broadcast the 
good news (gospel) of Christ to everyone in the local community as well as the world. 
 

Biblical stewardship is 
an attitude of the heart.  
The Christian comes to 
realize that all he has 
and all that he is 
comes from God.  God 
created each person in 
His image and 
equipped him with 
health, dexterity, 
brightness of mind and 
unique skills.  Since 
the Christian 
understands that he has 
been bought at a great 

price and he has died to his 
selfishness, then he comes 
to understand that he is a 
manager or custodian of the 
life and resources he has at 
his disposal.  This is true 
stewardship.  The Church is 
to provide an environment 
in which each Christian can 
practice stewardship. 
 
Jesus set the example of 
water baptism in the river 
Jordan.  Though John the 
Baptist thought he was 
unworthy to baptize Jesus, 
Jesus insisted that he do so as an example to the generations of Christians to follow. 
 
Baptize means to dip, plunge or submerge.  It is a symbolic testimony that the one being 
baptized is no longer the person he once was.  Originally baptisms were performed in 
public places like lakes, streams and even the ocean. 
 
Baptism is one of the two ordinances of the Church.  It is an act of obedience to Christ to 
be performed after one is saved.  One must never confuse baptism as a requirement for 
salvation. 
 
Being submerged under water is a pretty good picture of death!  Christians just can’t live 
down there without the aid of SCUBA.  The Christian would die if the one administering 



baptism held him under water too long.  Fortunately, we have no record of this ever 
happening.  Instead, the one being baptized is raised up into the good oxygen laden air so 
he can start breathing again. 
 

Romans 6: 3, 4 reads; 
“Don’t you know that all of 
us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? (Previous 
illustration to the left)  We 
were therefore buried with 
him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live 
a new life.” (Previous 

illustration to the 
right) 
 
The second 
ordinance of the 
Church is the 
Lord’s Supper.  
This ordinance is 
to be taken often in 
remembrance of 
what Christ has 
done for the 
Christian.  The 
frequency of 
taking the Lord’s 
Supper varies from 
church to church.  
Some practice it each month others each quarter.  The supper is composed of unleavened 
bread and fruit of the vine.  When the Hebrews fled Egyptian slavery they were rushed 
and the women did not take time to add leaven (yeast) to their bread dough.  Later they 
ate unleavened bread as a remembrance of their being saved from the cruel Egyptian 
taskmasters.  They likened the leaven to sin.  Knowing that a little leaven will permeate 
the whole batch of dough, a little sin in the body will corrupt the whole body.  So today, 
unleavened bread represents the sinless body of Christ. 
 



Some Churches use wine (as Jesus and His disciples likely used at the Last Supper) and 
others use unfermented grape juice.  Those that use grape juice instead of wine apply the 
same reasoning.  No bacteria have permeated the fluid causing the juice to be converted 
to wine.  In either case the liquid represents the blood of Jesus. 
 

The Christian 
teaching on 
Stewardship has 
already been 
touched on.  
Though 
stewardship goes 
beyond the giving 
of money to the 
Church, the Bible 
has clear 
instructions about 
giving monetary 
gifts to the Church 
so that it may 
operate.  In the Old 
Testament times, 
the Levitical priests 

neither farmed nor raised 
livestock like the other 
eleven tribes.  Their entire 
life was devoted to the care 
of the Tabernacle (and later 
the Temple) and serving the 
people.  The rest of the 
people tithed or provided 
ten percent of their goods so 
that the priests could have 
food to eat and clothes to 
wear and the tabernacle / 
temple facilities could be 
maintained. 
 
Today, the Church teaches 
stewardship for the same 
reason.  Staff salaries need 
to be paid, building construction and maintenance costs, utilities, sending out 
missionaries, benevolence to the local poor, teaching literature, etc. are all cost items that 
require funds.   



Following the session on The Church continue daily Bible reading (Study Acts 1 and 2) 
and prayer (pray for God’s blessing on the Church universal and your church in 
particular.  Pray for your spiritual leaders.)   
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